The Culture Centre in Oława

The Parish of Saint Apostles Peter and Paul in Oława

are organizing on 29th, 30th and 31st January 2010

“European Meetings of Musical Families – Oława 2010”

under the auspices of  the

Bronisław Komorowski –  Speaker of the Polish Seym 

Bogdan Zdrojewski – Minister of Culture and National Heritage  

 Marian Gołębiewski -  Metropolitan Archbishop of Wroclaw

Marek Łapiński – Marshal of Lower Silesia

The idea of the event:

Europe is a continent inhabited by numerous nations.

The Centuries of Middle Ages and expansion of Christianity led to the appearance of international and interstate alliances. The immense role in this fusion of countries and politics of different European regions was played by the marriages among the descendants of monarchs from particular European countries. 

Consequently, the nations of Europe were gradually being brought together.  

Lower Silesia can be a good example of such connections seeing that its rulers contracted marriages with the representatives of different nations and countries that did not necessarily were located in their vicinity. These married couples and their offspring constituted the first link of emotional and cultural communication among people of different nationalities, traditions, and customs. The basis for these intercultural alliances and relationships was the fact that they belonged to the same religious congregation (Christianity) that united the majority of European inhabitants. 

Music, dance and plastic arts did not require any additional explanation. Therefore, they constituted the major means of communication, and for centuries up to now they have been the best advocates of international and interpersonal relationships. The cultivation of artistic interests and personal participation in such events were a very common phenomenon in castles, and manor-houses, as well as in middle-class houses and in peasants’ huts. Common practicing of different forms of art was a matter of great importance.

Playing and singing music together by families has been existing from time immemorial and is connected with the development of our civilization. The history of music treats about different musical clans and their prominent representatives. It appears that there are more and more musical clans seeing that this form of family education is becoming more and more popular. 

European Meetings of Musical Families – Oława refers to the idea of multilayer communication among different nations to which we most welcome families inhabited Europe. 

The message of the event:

The main message of the event is to meet families who are integrated thanks to the fact that they play and sing music together. Creative spending of one’s free time, such as playing and singing music, not only aims at cementing relationships within a family but also assures of the proper development of each participant. Regardless of the fact if one sings, plays any musical instruments, or only skims through notes, they together with other people get involved in rehearsing and public performances. 

This form of practicing art within a family circle:

- develops and preserves musical skills,

- constitutes a direct contact with art,

- assures of creative spending of one’s free time,

- obliges to look for a proper repertoire,

- creates a possibility of developing one’s creativity, arrangement, instrumentation, and interpretation,

- masters performers’ musical skills,

- develops skills of collaborating in a team and for a team’s sake, 

- forms pride in team’s achievements,

- develops orderliness and patience with self-education and common singing and playing music,

- creates the feeling of patriotism, among others by choosing and analysing a proper repertoire,

- develops the feeling of belonging to a big family of musicians, aesthetic sensibility and love for art,

- allows to formulate one’s own assessment of musical presentations.

European Meetings of Musical Families – Oława, is a cyclical, annual, uncompetitive event, which aims at promoting the popularization of art within a family and enabling the contact among families who sing and play music and inhabit Europe. 

This formula promotes making lasting friends among the participants of this project. Annual meetings of musical families in Lower Silesia are going to be organized in the last week of January in Oława. 

These meetings will constitute the permanent field of experience exchange and will provide the place of creating a common programme of musical families’ concerts. This process will be additionally supported by musical workshops during which a group of experts will help musical families to solve problems they may encounter during their performances. Public family performing creates an occasion to overcome stage fright and to get accustomed to the stage.  

Regulations

I. aims:

· popularizing the pattern of family integration through common singing and playing music,

· broadening the international connections among families thanks to common interests,

· creating a possibility of rendering assistance of music experts for family members,

· creating a possibility of public musical presentations for musical families,

· popularizing and preserving traditions connected with Christmas celebrations in different countries,

· creating one orchestra of musical families in order to confirm the thesis on international importance of art (music).

II. 
participants: 

· the event is directed to the families who inhabit Europe and who create music but not professionally,

· a family is considered to be people who are connected by blood-ties, affinity,

· the smallest group should consist of three or four people who are family,

· musicians or singers who are not family members and who belong to a particular family band can exceptionally take part in this event,

· vocal bands, vocal and instrumental bands, and instrumental bands can take part in the event. 

III. 
conditions of participation: 

· the main condition of participation in 1st European Meetings of Musical Families – Oława is filling in an attached application form and sending it to the address of the organizer’s secretary’s office by 30th October 2009, the function of European Meetings of Musical Families’ secretary’s office is performed by the Culture Centre in Oława;

· each family band prepares two programmes:

1. song (carols, pastorals) or instrumental compositions connected with Christmas, whose performing does not last more than 30 minutes.

2. free repertoire that should take 20 minutes to perform

· in order to work out and issue a publication, and advertise the event, each band is obliged to send information about their functioning, achievements, as well as pictures and recordings to the organizer’s email address,

IV.
planned schedule of the event:

· the event is planned to last for three days according to the following order:

1. first day, February, 29th January 2010:

· arrival of family bands at the Culture Centre in Oława before the noon: registration, organizational meeting (detailed explanation of the meetings’ schedule), lunch,

· after lunch rehearsals on the stage,

· in the afternoon (about 4 p.m.); departure of the bands to the associated concerts,

· return (about 7 p.m.); common dinner, club meeting, accommodation. 

2. second day, Saturday, 30th January 2010:

· after breakfast about 9.30 a.m.; workshops in the Culture Centre in Oława, during which the family bands will be preparing their common concert, explanation of the further days of the meetings,

· stage and acoustic rehearsals of the bands, 

· after lunch (about 2.30 p.m.), a dress rehearsal of the common concert in a church in Oława,

· at 5 p.m. a gala concert in the Culture Centre in Oława,

· at 9 p.m. the ball of the musical families in the Culture Centre in Oława, 

3. third day, Sunday, 31st January 2010: 

· after breakfast participation in the rehearsal before the concert in a church, 

· at 11 a.m. a gala concert and participation in a mass in the church of Saint Apostles of Peter and Paul in Oława,

· lunch and departure home.

V.
invitations:

The organizers decided that selected family bands will be invited to the event. Therefore, a special Meeting Board will be created; its aim will be to choose the bands that will be invited to participate in the event. Each family band will be informed about the meeting board’s decision by the end of November 2009. 

We are planning to invite 10 family bands to the first event that is going to take place between 29th and 31st January 2010. 

VI.
the organizers ensure that:

· all traveling expenses will be reimbursed (according to the regulations in force),

· accommodation and full board will be provided,

· the participants will be presented with souvenirs,

· the family bands will participate in all the events organized during the meetings,

· the bands will have a possibility of taking part in additional performances – presentations (apart from Oława),

· the bands from outside Poland, which have more than 500 km to travel, will be provided with accommodation and full-board on 28th/29th January 2010 and if need be on 31st January/1st February 2010,

· the bands will have a possibility to use audio equipment and rehearsal rooms belonging to the Culture Centre in Oława,

· the bands will have a chance to seek experts’ or counselors’ advice,

· the bands will receive the recording of the final concerts,

· the bands will receive some surprises.

Note: the family bands, which do not have in their repertoires songs connected with Christmas, can be invited to participate in the event by the Qualification Board provided that they will present an interesting repertoire.

Organizers:

The Culture Centre in Oława

11 Listopada 27 Street

55-200 Oława

tel: 0048 71 313 28 29, 004871 313 33 65

email: mrost@neostrada.pl; kamilabk@kultura.olawa.pl
European Meetings of Musical Families’ Secretary’s office 

The Parish of Saint Apostles Peter and Paul

16 Zamkowy Square

55-200 Oława

tel/fax: 0048 71 313 2723

email: gjanusz@onet.eu
European Meetings of Musical Families - Oława 

Application Form for family bands in 2010

name of band: 

name and surname of band’s manager:

names and surnames of participants:

address, telephone number, email:

short description of a band, information which a band wants to convey to the public:

necessary equipment and other necessary things:

appendices: photos, recordings, films etc.: 

